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County Agent’s Notes:

January 3, 2000

By: Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture
Plans for the year 2000.
Beginnings are always fun because they give us a chance to dream about all the great
things we would like to do in the future. I recently heard someone say that we can measure
ourselves by whether we spend the greater amount of our time pondering the past or the future. I
really don’t know where I fit into this since I do cherish memories of the past, but at the same
time I am eager to prepare for new and greater things to come.
Extension work is seldom boring since we work with a complete cross-section of the
community. The challenge is to determine what kinds of information and programming you
folks need and want. I have found that my own work separates itself fairly well between summer
and winter, with summer months being mostly devoted to crop production including garden and
field crops, and winter months allowing me to spend time with fruit, turfgrass, livestock, and
forestry. Of course there are a hundred more subjects which get thrown in for good measure all
during the year.
During the holidays, I have had time to think about some of the things I would like to do
this next year. Some of them are already in the final planning stage, while others are only ideas.
The Master Gardener program that will begin the first week in February will be an in-depth
training program for serious gardeners. This promises to be a great program, one which several
of you have been requesting for quite a while. We will also be offering at least two training

sessions for private applicators, so if you will be needing this license, or if you need to renew
please call and get your name on our list.
In the area of Forestry, the Attala County Forestry Association will be sponsoring four
regular quarterly meetings again this year, plus we hope to offer at least one Forestry Shortcourse
and at least one Field Day or tour during the year. This group has been very active for three
years, and I feel it has been effective in helping many of our forest landowners in managing and
marketing their timber acres. If you have forest interests and you are not a member of this group,
you are missing a lot of good things.
During this next year, I hope to reestablish some type of programming for cattle
producers in Attala County. Most of our local cattle producers are small scale farmers or are
part-time farmers, and because of this our efforts to have an active Cattleman’s Association have
not been very successful. However, our experience with pasture field days has been very good.
With this knowledge, I hope to sponsor at least one field day during the year with several good
programs to supply these people with some of the latest forage and livestock information. I am
also working toward offering a Forage Crops Shortcourse about the time spring pastures begin to
grow.
Another subject of great interest in the county has been that of fish and wildlife. With
fishing as one of our most popular forms of recreation, we need to focus on this subject and offer
a field day or a workshop to help with the problems of stocking, fertilization, liming, and weed
control. We also need to supply information on the establishment and management of food plots
for wildlife, primarily deer and turkeys, and this may also be offered as a workshop next fall.
Along with all this, I will continue my work with commercial row crops, helping
organize meetings for cotton, soybean, and corn producers, and working with these people

individually in solving management problems on a daily basis. The primary focus will be
profitability during a time of low commodity prices and high production costs. The survival of
this segment of our economy is at stake this year.
Other important subjects which will be addressed either through meetings or published
information include water quality, soil conservation, and economic and community development.
I also hope to continue the Farmers’ Market that has become popular during the spring and early
summer months, and I hope more of you gardeners will utilize the market as a way of reaching
your customers.
The year 2000 will be a busy one for all of us here at the Attala County Extension Office.
Give us a call at

if there is an area of programming you would like to see, or if you just

need help with a problem at your farm or your home. The year we had worried about so much is
here, and it has started well with very few of the problems about which we had been warned;
let’s keep a good thing going.

